
Year 8 English Half Term 
Three

William Shakespeare 

Week One: Context William 
Shakespeare and The Globe

Week Two: Exploring Genre Week Three: Shakespeare’s 
Language

William Shakespeare – Born in 1564, died in 
1616. Wrote plays, poems and sonnets. 

The Globe Theatre – A theatre built by 
Shakespeare and his acting company. Circular 
in shape. 

Use the link below to learn more about 
Shakespeare and The Globe Theatre. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z726yr
d/articles/z7j3r2p 

Shakespeare’s plays can be classified into three 
categories: tragedies, histories and comedies. His plays 
appealed to all members of society from royalty to the 
most common members of society. 

Use the link below to learn more about Shakespeare’s 
plays and their genre. 

https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeares-plays/tragedies-co
medies-histories

When studying Shakespeare, it is important to consider the 
language used. 

• Shakespeare used rhythm and rhyme in his plays for many 
different purposes. A strong rhythm gives the language 
energy. Rhythm and rhyme is also used to distinguish 
between certain types of characters.

Use the link below to develop your understanding of 
Shakespeare’s language. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z726yrd/articles/z
2qbcmn#z77j2v4

Extension QR Codes.
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Year 8 English Half Term Three William Shakespeare

Week Four: Key Vocabulary Week Five:  Shakespearean Characters Week Six: Exploring Themes in 
Shakespeare’s work  

Shakespeare crafted a variety of characters in his 
plays from the typical Tragic Hero to the foolish 

characters in his comedies. 

Create your own character for a Shakespearean 
play. Use the link below to find out more about the 

types of character you could create. 

https://www.teachwire.net/news/shakespeares-ch
aracters-what-they-tell-us-about-their-times-and-

ours/

There are themes in Shakespeare's plays that return 
again and again - love, power, revenge, mistaken 
identity, insanity and free will. Mos t of his plays 
explore at least one of the above themes. 

Use the link below to revise your understanding of 
themes in Shakespeare’s work. 

https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare/themes

Extension QR Codes.
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