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Romeo and Juliet — William Shakespeare

Week One: Context

Week Two: Exploring Genre

Week Three: Analysis of
Shakespeare’s Language

Romeo and Juliet was first printed in a so-called pirated
edition in 1597. No copyright law protected the rights of
authors at that time and enterprising printers quickly
snapped up the chance to sell unauthorized versions of
this box office hit. Actors who had performed in the play
in question would reconstruct the text from memory and
bring their versions to the printer.

William Shakespeare: Wrote 37 plays and many
poems and sonnets throughout the Elizabethan and
Jacobean era.

The Globe: The Globe Theatre was a theatre in London
associated with William Shakespeare. It was built in
1599 at Southwark, close to the south bank of the
Thames, by Shakespeare's playing company, the Lord
Chamberlain's Men. It was destroyed by fire on 29 June
1613. A second Globe Theatre was built on the same site
by June 1614 and stayed open until the London theatre
closures of 1642.

Shakespeare’s plays can be classified into three categories:
tragedies, histories and comedies. His plays appealed to all
members of society from royalty to the most common members
of society.

Use the link below to learn more about Shakespeare’s plays and
their genre.

The play begins with a prologue which takes the form of a
fourteen line sonnet and introduces us to the action of the play.

The opening scene, Act 1, Scene 1, introduces the audience to
the two feuding families - Capulets and Montagues. There have
been many different versions of this opening scene created for
the stage.

Extension QR Codes — read the information on the BBC Bitesize and complete

the ‘Test-to-Self’ Quiz
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William Shakespeare

Week Four: Key Vocabulary

Week Five: Character

Week Six: Setting

A feeling (especially love) not refurned.

Clearly stated or decided, not vague or
doubtful.

Prevent (someone) from accomplishing
something.

Persuade (someone) to do something
by sustained coaxing or flattery.

Open resistance,; bold disobedience.

A play dealing with tragic events and
having an unhappy ending, especiaily
one concerning the downfsil of the main
character.

An event causing great and usuvally
sudden damage or suffering; a disaster.

Incapable of making mistakes or being
wrong.
Steady, resolute or firm.

Evoking a keen sense of sadness or
regret.

Poignant

Shakespeare crafted a variety of characters
in his plays from the typical Tragic Hero to
the foolish characters in his comedies.

Create your own character for a
Shakespearean play. Use the link below to
find out more about the types of character
you could create.

Shakespeare set his plays in dozens of
locations across Europe, North Africa and
the Middle East, with some settings
cropping up multiple times, and again, and
others used only once.

Scan the QR code below to find out more
about settings.

Extension QR Codes

— read the information on the BBC Bitesize and complete the ‘Test-to-Self’ Quiz




