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Grade 9 
To achieve grade 9, students’ evidence will show that they have securely met all the statements within the grade 8 descriptor, with stronger 

performance in most or all aspects of the grade 8 statements. 

Grade 8 

To achieve grade 8, candidates will be able to:  

 demonstrate independent critical investigation and in-depth understanding of sources to develop ideas convincingly 

 effectively apply a wide range of creative and technical skills, experimentation and innovation to develop and refine work 

 record and use perceptive insights and observations with well-considered influences on ideas 

 demonstrate advanced use of visual language, technique, media and contexts to realise personal ideas 

Grade 7 

To achieve grade 7, students’ evidence will show that they have securely met all the statements within the grade 6 descriptor, with 

stronger performance in most or all aspects of the grade 6 statements. However, their evidence does not meet the minimum 

requirements of most of the grade 8 statements. 

Grade 6 

To achieve grade 6, candidates will be able to: 

 demonstrate coherent critical investigation and sound understanding of sources to develop ideas thoroughly 

 consistently apply a range of creative and technical skills, experimentation and innovation to develop and refine work 

 record and use considered insights and observations to purposely influence ideas 

 demonstrate purposeful use of visual language, technique, media and contexts to realise personal ideas 

Grade 5 

To achieve grade 5, candidates will be able to: 

 demonstrate competent critical investigation and understanding of sources to develop ideas coherently 

 apply a range of creative and technical skills and some experimentation and innovation to develop and refine work 

 record and use clear observations to influence ideas 

 demonstrate competent use of visual language, technique, media and contexts to realise personal ideas 

Grade 4 

To achieve grade 4, candidates will be able to: 

 demonstrate adequate critical investigation and understanding of sources to develop ideas clearly 

 apply a range of creative and technical skills and generally appropriate experimentation and innovation to develop and refine work 

 record and use appropriate observations to influence ideas 

 demonstrate adequate use of visual language, technique, media and contexts to realise personal ideas 



 

 

 

 

Grade 3 

Characteristics that differentiate a grade 3 from a grade 4: 

 shows some critical investigation and understanding rather than adequate critical investigation and understanding of sources 

 demonstrates application of simple creative and technical skills, uneven experimentation and tentative innovation and refinement, 

rather than application of a range of creative and technical skills and generally appropriate experimentation and innovation to 

develop and refine work 

Grade 2 

To achieve grade 2, candidates will be able to: 

 demonstrate limited critical investigation and understanding of sources to develop ideas simply 

 apply basic creative and technical skills with limited experimentation and innovation 

 record and use simple observations to inform ideas 

 demonstrate basic use of visual language, technique, media or contexts to realise ideas 

Grade 1 

To achieve a grade 1, students’ evidence will show that they have demonstrated engagement with sufficient content, achieved some credit 

across elements of the specification content and achieved credit in some assessment objectives. Where the evidence for a student does 

not support this, the student should be graded unclassified (U). 


