
The First World War 
Topic 1: Causes of War

AlliancesMilitarism

Imperialism Nationalism

Triple Entente
 Britain, France and Russia formed an alliance in 1907. All three were
concerned about the rising power of Germany.

Triple Alliance
Germany, Austria Hungary and Italy formed an alliance in 1882. 
Germany was surrounded by France and Russia.
If one country in the alliance went to war or was invaded, all three
would join the war. War would become global.

Arms Race 
European powers began building up their armies, spending
£400,000,000 combined. They also all created war plans such as
Germany’s Schlieffen Plan.

Naval Race 
Britain had the largest navy and Germany wanted a larger navy to
compete with them. Britain created dreadnoughts in 1906 so Germany
responded by building their own version called Rheinland. British
responded by building the superdreadnought. By 1914 Britain had 29
and Germany had 17.

Moroccan Crises
Germany wanted control over Morocco, where France already had
influence. The Kaiser promised to support the Sultan against France.
This led to the Algeciras Conference in 1906, where all the powerful
countries (except Austria Hungary) sided with France.
In 1911 Germany sent the warship “Panther” to help stop a rebellion in
Morocco. France and Britain saw this as a sign of war and the European
countries again sided with France and Germany. Germany was left
humiliated and swore to never back to down again. Triple Entente was
strengthened.

Weltpolitik
The idea that Germany should create a large empire like Britain and
France. Kaiser Wilhelm II pursued this policy by building up the
German military and navy and attempting to add countries to its empire

Balkans Crises
The Turkey Empire was weak and small countries in the Balkans began
to break away formed the Balkan League against Turkey.
Austria-Hungary took advantage of this and annexed Bosnia. This
angered Serbia became many Slavic people in Bosnia and Serbia.
Russia promised to help Serbia, however after a conference was called
nobody backed Russia so they had to step down.

The assassination of Franz Ferdinand 
Assassinated by the radical Serbian group the Black Hand Gang led to
Austria Hungary making an ultimatum to Serbia. They agreed to all but
9 and so Austria Hungary cut off communications and declared war on
Serbia. This then triggered the alliances
Russia joined to help Serbia, Germany declared war on Russia to help
AH, France declared war to help Russia, and then Britain got involved
when Belgium was invaded during the Schlieffen Plan.



The First World War 
Topic 2: Stalemate

Battle of the SommeTrench Warfare

Battle of Passchendaele Gallipoli

Artillery - large guns that fire shells over long
distances. Caused 60% of all
wounds/causalities during the war.
Machine guns - caused 40% of all
wounds/causalities during the war. Often
overheated and need 3 men to use them at
the start of the war.
Mustard gas - first used by the Germans in
April 1915.
Tanks - slow only moved about 5mph and
broke down a lot but were intimidating. First
used by the British in 1916.
Rifles, bayonets, grenades and flamethrowers

Battle of Verdun

War at Sea

21st February to 18th December 1916. Longest
battle of WWI.
Falkenhayn was the leader of the German army
and wanted to ‘bleed France white’ so chose
Verdun as the place to attack.
Verdun was a city of historical significance so
the Germans knew that many French was die
trying to defend it.
By 24th Feb the French had retreated to a
third line of trenches just 8KM from Verdun.
Britain launched an attack at the River Somme
to draw Germans from Verdun and relieve
pressure from the French.

1st July to 18th November 1916. Bloodiest battle
of WWI and the largest with 3 million men
taking part. Around 1 million were wounded of
killed (620,000 British on the first day)
Germans knew about the British plan as spotter
planes had seen artillery being moved forward
so all Germans pulled back from the front lines.
The Germans then went back forward as the
first wave of British started going over the top.
Despite heavy losses Haig continued to send
men over the top. Attacks stopped in November
and all that was gained was a strip of land about
25km.

18th July to November 1917. The muddiest
battle of WWI due to the worst rainfall in 30
years.
Haig was convinced he could achieve a
breakthrough at the city of Ypres and then
advance north to capture the Belgian ports
which were being used by the Germans. 
Assault began with an artillery bombardment
of over 4,500,000 shells. lasted 10 days.
Due to the fighting and the weather, within a
week the British had lost 30,000 men.
Attacks were called off in November as
conditions were too bad. Allies lost/injured
400,000. Germans lost over 300,000.

Both sides knew it was vital to have control of the
sea. November 1914, British declared the North
Sea as a ‘War Zone’.
Battle of Jutland - only major sea battle.
Germanys plan to trick the British failed. Britain
lost 14 shops and 6,1000 sailors, Germany lost 9
ships and 2,550 sailors. Both sides claimed it as
a victory.
Germans relied on their Uboats to sink British
supply ships. May 1915 a uboat sank a British
passanger liner killing 128 Americans and
increased tensions between the US and Germany.
By Feb 1917 500 British supply ships had be sunk
in 8 weeks. Britain was said to have 6 weeks of
food supply left.

When war broke out, Turkey joined on the side
of Germany. Before long Russia and Turkey were
fighting. The allies wanted to get control of the
Dardanelles so they could get supplies up to
Russia via the sea.
Land attack was mainly ANZAC troops. This
went very wrong and thousands were gunned
down within minutes of leaving their boats. 
Troops dug trenches for protection however in
the summer diseases were rife and in the winter
soldiers were suffering from from frost bite.
12 December troops were secretly evacuated. In
total there were 200,000 allied deaths.
Turkey was not knocked out of the war.



The First World War 
Topic 3: End of War

New Tactics/TechnologyRussia Leaves

Ludendorff Spring Offensive Naval Blockade

USA Enters

The Hundred Days

Beginning of 1917 Russian people were
unhappy with the war with people beginning to
riot and strike all over Russia.
Soldiers on the front-lines were refusing to
follow orders, and many deserted. 
Tsar abdicates 15th March 1917 with a
provisional government taking his place.
This new government were then overthrown by
Lenin and the Bolsheviks in November 1917.
March 1918 Russia signed the Treaty of Brest-
Litovsk with Germany. It was hard on Russia.
Russia’s withdrawal meant Germany was no
longer fighting a war on two fronts.

Ships transporting American weapons, food
and other goods to Europe were a target for
German Uboats. A number of American ships
were sank leading to anti-German feeling
growing in America.
German Uboat sank the Lusitania with 128
Americans on board in May 1915.
The final straw came in April 1917 when
America discovered the Germans were trying
to forge a secret alliance with Mexico.
Entry was a great boost of morale for the
Allies. They provided 50,000 fresh troops a
week and fresh supplies.

Aeroplanes were made stronger and more
manoeuvrable. They could now carry bombs for
longer distances.
The hydrophone was a underwater microphone
which helped locate submarines.
Special artillery shells were developed that
could destroy barbed wire and explode on
contact with the ground.
Long range anti-aircraft guns were developed
to shoot down enemy planes.
‘creeping barrage’ was perfected.

Germany planned an all out last attack before
USA troops began to arrive. The plan was to
attack at several points along the British and
french lines.
Germans used stormtroopers to burst through
enemy lines - these worked too well and went too
deep into French territory. Supplies could not
reach them so the began looting villages which
slowed down the German advance.
Between March-April Germans had lost 220,000
men and did not have enough reserves to
replace them.
American troops began to arrive. Ludendorff
ordered one final attack which ended in disaster.
Germans lost half a million men.

Allies counter attack under the unified
command of General Foch. Planned to attack
at different points which would stretch the
enemy and wear them down to breaking point.
Attack began at Amiens on 8th August where
the allies broke through German lines. Allied
losses were reported at 6500 while the
Germans lost 30,000 men and a further
17,000 taken prisoner. Known as the ‘Black
Day of the German Army’.
By October the Germans were in retreat
leaving behind weapons and supplies.
The Germans knew they could not win the
war.

Both Britain and Germany tried to starve each
other by using their navies to block food
supplies by sea.
With goods in short supply the prices went up,
the German government responded by setting
maximum prices.
Germany had to introduce ‘meatless’ days. 
The winter of 1916 was known as the Turnip
Winter as this is what many had to live off.
In 1916 there were food riots in German cities
because so many people were going hungry.
In 1916, 120,000 had died of starvation. By
1918, this had risen to 420,000.


