Revision — BBC Teach

Year 9 RE — Crime and Punishment

Key Vocabulary

Definition

Reasons why some people commit crime
Religious believers would agree that if someone does something illegal, they deserve to be punished. But the cause of
crime isn’t as simple as someone just being bad- There might be different reasons for committing a crime:
1) POVERTY — People who are poor might turn to crime out of desperation. They might steal food or money, or earn
money illegally e.g. selling stolen goods.
2) UPBRINGING — Some people might become criminals if they have had a troubled childhood, or if they’ve grown up
around crime and it’s become normal to them.
3) MENTAL ILLNESS — This can lead people to commit crimes because e.g.
4) ADDICTION - Being dependant on something such as drugs or alcohol can lead to people doing illegal things to fund
their addiction.
5) GREED- Someone might steal or earn money illegally to something they want but can’t afford.
6) HATE - A person might do something illegal because someone else has treated them badly, or because they’re
driven by prejudice, e.g. racism
7) OPPOSITION TO UNJUST LAW - A law might be broken as a protest if it’s seen as unfair.

Reformation Punishment should reform the criminal,
making them a better person.

Vindication The punishment makes sure that the
law is respected.

Retribution Punishment should make the criminal

pay for what they have done wrong.

Reparations

Punishment should compensate the
victim(s) of a crime.

Christian Attitudes

Protection Punishment should protect society from
the criminal and the criminal from
themselves.

Deterrence Punishment should put people off

% RETRIBUTION - t Christians do not take this teaching Buddhist Attitudes

committing crime.

Studies literally but interpret it to mean that an offender RETRIBUTION - Buddhists believe retribution is a form of violence
should receive a punishment severe enough to match that contradicts basic ethics. Committing violence against someone does | Pacifism
the seriousness of their crime. not wipe away the suffering caused by the crime, nor does it encourage

To choose peace over violence.

Case Studies
Jamie Bulger

criminals to accept their wrongdoings. Instead, it usually create more Capital
bitterness and breeds further violence. David Loy once said: ‘We are not | punishment
punished for our sins but by them’.

Punishment resulting in death
DETERRENCE - T Extreme punishment or humiliation

of prisoners is not accepted by Christians today, who

Saddam believe that every human should be treated with Justice The aim is to ensure that the right and
Hussein respect, regardless of what they have done. DETERRENCE - §Z Traditionally in Buddhism, the belief that a person fair thing is be done.
lan Huntley might be born in a bad realm of suffering functioned as a deterrent, but

Punishment How this meets an aim of punishment

REFORMATION - t Most Christians favour reform that only goes so far. Criminal need to train their mind to look at the

rather than retribution, this is due to teachings from consequences of their action and how that could impact them. Buddhist

the Bible which state: “Do not take revenge, my dear | support the idea of prisons, however the motive would not be to punish | Prison deterrence/protection/reformation
friend but leave room for God’s wrath....On the or even to deter, but to ensure the welfare and protection of society. ClEETEnE .
contrary: ‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him...do not tagging deterrence/protection

be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” RETRIBUTION - According to Buddhism, a criminal should be

This encourages Christians not to seek revenge but encouraged to recognise the suffering they have causes and to apologise | Fines retribution/reparation
instead set an example by showing compassion. A to the victims. Possibly even doing some corrective action such as Community . - ’%
more positive response is to work with offenders to community service. The overall aim of a Buddhist approach to justice is T reformation/retribution A
help them turn their life around by helping them to encourage the transformation of a criminal so they act in a more
understand the effect of their actions on others. This sensitive and responsible way. It can also help victims to let go of any Capital protection/deterrence u
is not a replacement for punishment, but should be anger or resentment towards the criminal. punishment

done at the same time as punishment.

Probation reformation/vindication




